PURPOSE & DIRECTION
(Purpose that brings meaning & gives direction)

Week Used: 10/11 Fri San Clemente (Br. Jim/Allen); 10/15 MC Lake Forest (Bro. Paul/Sis. Leanne); 10/18 Mission Viejo (Sis Kessia/Sis. Kathy); 10/25 C&C Connect (Dayna/Dylan)

GOAL: The goal of a Connect Group is to facilitate discussion so that everyone may be ministered to, grow & encouraged. This is found in 1Corinthians 14:26. It is not primarily to teach but speak enough ‘seed-thought’ that will lead to spirit-led discussions.

1 Corinthians 14:26
Order in Church Meetings
26 How is it then, brethren? Whenever you come together, each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification.

Open with Prayer First!

ICE BREAKER:  Share something interesting that happened to you while traveling.

WORSHIP: (Worship. Wait. Then, ask if anyone has heard from the Lord)

TESTIMONY & SCRIPTURE SHARING TIME: (Ask for a few brief (1min testimonies OR have someone share a verse of Scripture)

SCRIPTURES: 	  Romans 8:28     Romans 9:11-12      Ephesians 3:9-11

TOPIC:	          PURPOSE & DIRECTION
(Brings meaning & direction)
The Bible is full of stories of people that had significant purpose in the plan of God.

Yet their lives were often filled with hardship, trials & misunderstandings!

Joseph is a primary example. Betrayed by his brothers, left for dead but God used him for a greater purpose!

CONVERSATION STARTERS: Share something that didn’t make sense at first, but then you realized its great purpose!

But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive. 21 Now therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you, and your little ones. And he comforted them, and spake kindly unto them. 
– Genesis 50:20-21



CONVERSATION STARTERS: Do you generally look for purpose & meaning when things happen to you or the things happening around you? Why or why not?

· Life is more meaningful when we seek its purpose!

When you find your purpose, it gives you direction!

15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. – 1Peter 1:15-16

Meaning of the Greek word purpose & holy:
30.63 πρόθεσις, εως f: (derivative of προτίθεμαιa PURPOSE ‘to plan in advance,’ 30.62) that which is planned or purposed in advance—‘plan, proposal, purpose.’ παρεκάλει πάντας τῇ

ἅγιος hágios, hag'-ee-os; from ἅγος hágosto: HOLY – pure, morally blameless; possessing divine qualities in contrast to just human qualities.

CONVERSATION STARTERS: What do you think is the ultimate purpose of being or striving to be holy?


TRUE HOLINESS BRINGS PURPOSE AND DIRECTION. 

WHEN WE BECOME LIKE GOD, BEING HOLY, IT SETS US FREE!!

CONVERSATION STARTERS: God has planned your life in advance. Are you beginning to understand what that purpose is? Please share.

· What have you accomplished that gives you purpose?
· When you discover your purpose, everything that you do should contribute towards achieving that purpose!
· “Purpose gives us focus”
· When God’s purpose becomes our purpose, then everything will work out for the good!
· When hard & challenging things happen to you, your purpose will keep you!
· When trials happen, your purpose will give you direction!
· Your purpose will give you boldness!
· Your purpose will give you direction & cause you to never give up!
· Live your life on purpose!


Note to Facilitator:Pray for all needs exposed during the lesson or discussions!





Romans 8:28 (KJV)
28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.

Romans 9:11-12 (KJV)
11 (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;) 12 It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. 13 As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.

Ephesians 3:9-11 (KJV)
9 And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: 10 To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, 11 According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord: 
