MEMORIES
(What will others remember about you?)

Week Used: 9/13 Mission Viejo (Br. Paul/Sis Kessia); 9/17 MC Lake Forest (Bro. Paul/Sis. Leanne); 9/20 Fri San Clemente (Br. Jim/Allen); 9/27 C&C Connect (Dayna/Dylan)

GOAL: The goal of a Connect Group is to facilitate discussion so that everyone may be ministered to, grow & encouraged. This is found in 1Corinthians 14:26. It is not primarily to teach but speak enough ‘seed-thought’ that will lead to spirit-led discussions.

1 Corinthians 14:26
Order in Church Meetings
26 How is it then, brethren? Whenever you come together, each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification.

Open with Prayer First!

ICE BREAKER:  What is the happiest memory that you can remember?

WORSHIP: (Worship. Wait. Then, ask if anyone has heard from the Lord)

TESTIMONY & SCRIPTURE SHARING TIME: (Ask for a few brief (1min testimonies OR have someone share a verse of Scripture)

SCRIPTURES: 	  Luke 16:25–31     Galatians 5:6      2 Timothy 4:6–8

TOPIC:	              MEMORIES
(What will others remember about you?)
Approximately around 5yrs. old, we start remembering things.

Generally, we can recall memories that have made a lasting impact or difference within us. All other memories that are not as significant are simply forgotten!

The word remember is mentioned 8,287 times in the KJV of the bible, compared to the word forget mentioned only 2,410 times!

CONVERSATION STARTERS: The things that you remember, are they mostly positive (+) or negative (-)?

9  Remember the former things of old: For I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me, 
10  Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times the things that are not yet done, Saying, My counsel shall stand, And I will do all my pleasure:
 – Isaiah 46:9–10




CONVERSATION STARTERS: Why are memories so important?

· Our memories are an indication on what we think about the most

What you think about has the power to transform you!

2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. - Romans 12:2

Meaning of the Greek word renewing:
58.72 ἀνακαίνωσις, εως f; ἀνακαινόωa; ἀνανεόω: to cause something to become new and different, with the implication of becoming superior—‘to make new, renewal.’

CONVERSATION STARTERS: Share some ways that made you  change the way you think. That led to a change in your behavior!


IN ETERNITY THOSE WHO ARE SAVED WILL ONLY HAVE GOOD MEMORIES. 

THOSE WHO ARE LOST WILL REMEMBER WHAT IT COULD HAVE BEEN IF ONLY THEY MADE THE RIGHT CHOICES!


CONVERSATION STARTERS: How will people remember you? What will you be remembered by??

· Paul realized his mortality!
· We are all inching closer to death!
· “My time of departure is at hand”
· I am ready... Are you ready?
· I fought a good fight of faith (worth the perseverance)
· I finished what God has willed for my life
· I am looking forward to receiving a Crown of Righteousness
· I am looking for Jesus to come back!


Note to Facilitator:Pray for all needs exposed during the lesson or discussions!





Luke 16:25–31 (NKJV)
25 But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented. 26 And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.’
27 “Then he said, ‘I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father’s house, 28 for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment.’ 29 Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.’ 30 And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31 But he said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.’ ”

Revelation 21:3–6 (NKJV)
3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. 4 And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.”
5 Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” And He said to me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.”
6 And He said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts.

2 Timothy 4:6–8 (KJV)
6 For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.
